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RESEARCH GRANT AND FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
IN THE SCIENCES, ENGINEERING AND MATH

To learn more about these and other opportunities, please contact Kathy Zimmerman (kaz309@lehigh.edu, 8-5481), Research Liaison, Office of Corporate and Foundation Relations.

Aetna Foundation
http://www.aetna-foundation.org/foundation/aetna-foundation-programs/index.html
Award Amount: up to $250,000
The Aetna Foundation is dedicated to promoting wellness, health, and access to high-quality health care for everyone.  To improve the quality and delivery of health services to everyone, and to drive improved health status for the American public, the health care system must be repaired. The Aetna Foundation seeks national partners with the vision to make these goals a reality. Grant making is focused on issues that improve health and the health care system in three areas:
Obesity: Addressing the rising rate of obesity among U.S. adults and children
Racial and Ethnic Health Care Equity: Promoting equity in health and health care for common chronic conditions and infant mortality
Integrated Health Care: Improving care coordination and promoting cost-effective, affordable care

The Numbers: The foundation accepts unsolicited requests but invites proposals from select organizations. An overview of recently funded projects is available on the foundation’s website.

Alzheimer’s Association
www.alz.org
New Investigator Research Grant and All Investigator Grants 
$100,000

The Association’s research grant program funds investigations that advance our understanding of Alzheimer's disease, help identify new treatment strategies, provide information to improve care for people with dementia, and further our knowledge of brain health and disease prevention.

Eligibility: Applicants must be Assistant Professors at their respective institution. Application is restricted to investigators who have less than 10 years of research experience after receipt of their terminal degree. 

American Association of University Women
http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/educational-funding-and-awards/
American Fellowship Program
Award Amount: Research Leave Fellowship ($30,000); Summer Research Publication Grant ($6,000)

Postdoctoral Research Leave Fellowships offer one-year of support for women in tenure-track faculty positions in support of their earning tenure and further promotions. Postdoctoral fellowships are available in the arts and humanities, social sciences, and natural sciences.

Summer/Short-Term Research Publication Grants fund women university faculty and independent researchers to prepare research for publication. The grants are intended for tenure-track, part-time, or temporary faculty or new or established scholars and researchers at universities. Time must be available for eight consecutive weeks of final writing, editing, and responding to issues raised in critical reviews. Funds cannot be used for undertaking research. Scholars with strong publishing records should seek other funding.

Eligibility: Application is limited to women.  Applicants must be American citizens or permanent residents of the United States.

The Numbers: 76 grants were funded through the American Fellowship Program in 2013-14. A list of past recipients is available on the program website.

American Cancer Society
http://www.cancer.org/research/applyforaresearchgrant/index
Research Scholars Grants
Award Amount: up to $800,000

With a primary focus on beginning investigators, the American Cancer Society’s Extramural Grants Program seeks to support and promote high impact and innovative cancer research across a wide range of disciplines to meet critically important needs in the control of cancer.

Eligibility: Independent investigators within first 6 years of independent career with no more than 1 current R01-like support. Only U.S. citizens or permanent residents are eligible.

The Numbers: The ACS awarded approximately $120 million in research funding in 2012.

American Chemical Society
http://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/funding-and-awards.html
ACS Petroleum Research Fund, New Directions and Doctoral New Investigator Grants
Award Amount: $100,000

The Petroleum Research Fund (PRF) is an endowed fund, managed by the American Chemical Society, which supports fundamental research directly related to petroleum or fossil fuels in the United States and other countries. The New Directions (ND) grants program provides funds to scientists and engineers with limited—or even no—preliminary results. ND grants are to be used to illustrate proof of concept/feasibility. Accordingly, they are to be viewed as seed money for new research ventures.  The Doctoral New Investigators grants program aims to promote the careers of young faculty by supporting research of high scientific caliber

Eligibility: Regularly-appointed faculty members at academic institutions are eligible for New Directions grant program.  The Doctoral New Investigators program is open to faculty members who are within the first three years of their first academic appointment at the level of Assistant Professor or the equivalent.

The Numbers: 67 New Directions grants and 71 Doctoral New Investigators grants were awarded in 2012.

American Heart Association
www.americanheart.org
Grant-in-Aid
Award Amount: $70,000

The American Heart Association supports Research broadly related to cardiovascular function and disease and stroke, or to related clinical, basic science, bioengineering or biotechnology, and public health problems, including multidisciplinary efforts.  Proposals are encouraged from all basic disciplines as well as epidemiological, behavioral, community and clinical investigations that bear on cardiovascular and stroke problems. 

Eligibility: Applicants must hold a faculty/staff appointment of any rank (or equivalent), and must be conducting independent research.  Hold an M.D., Ph.D., D.O., D.V.M. or equivalent post-baccalaureate doctoral degree.

The Numbers:  In 2012, 52 applications were reviewed by the Great Rivers affiliate and 5 grants were awarded, yielding a 10% rate of success.

American Heart Association
www.americanheart.org
National Scientist Development Grant
Award Amount: $77,000

The object of the development grant program is to support highly promising beginning scientists in their progress toward independence by encouraging and adequately funding research projects that can bridge the gap between completion of research training and readiness for successful competition as an independent investigator.
Eligibility: At the time of application, the applicant must hold an M.D., Ph.D., D.O., D.V.M. or equivalent post-baccalaureate doctoral degree. At the time of award activation, the applicant must hold a faculty/staff position up to and including the rank of assistant professor (or equivalent) and have no more than four years of elapsed since first faculty/staff appointment (after receipt of doctoral degree) at the assistant professor level or its equivalent.
The Numbers:  In 2012, 348 applications were reviewed and 65 grants awarded, yielding a 19% success rate.

American Philosophical Society
http://amphilsoc.org/
Franklin Research Grants
Award Amount:  $1,000-$6,000

This is a program of small grants to scholars intended to support the cost of research leading to publication in all areas of knowledge. The Franklin program is particularly designed to help meet the cost of travel to libraries and archives for research purposes; the purchase of microfilm, photocopies or equivalent research materials; the costs associated with fieldwork; or laboratory research expenses. 

Eligibility: Applicants are expected to have a doctorate or to have published work of doctoral character and quality. Ph.D. candidates are not eligible, but the Society is especially interested in supporting the work of young scholars who have recently received the doctorate. 

The Numbers:  In 2012-2013 the Franklin Research Grants program awarded over $435,000 to 85 scholars. A list of past recipients and their projects is available on the program website.

Association for Aging Research (AFAR)
http://www.afar.org/research
Research Grants for Junior Faculty
Award Amount: $100,000

The major goal of this program is to assist in the development of the careers of junior investigators committed to pursuing careers in the field of aging research. AFAR supports research projects concerned with understanding the basic mechanisms of aging. Projects investigating age-related diseases are also supported, especially if approached from the point of view of how basic aging processes may lead to these outcomes. Applicants may propose to use the award over the course of one or two years as justified by the proposed research.
Eligibility: The applicant must be an independent investigator, no more than 10 years beyond start of postdoctoral research training. The AFAR Research Grant Program does not provide support for investigators who have already received major extramural funding for research (such as an R01 grant) or for senior faculty, i.e. at the rank of Associate Professor level or higher.
The Numbers:  Nine grants were awarded in 2013.  A list of awardees is available on the program website.

Brain and Behavior Research Fund (NARSAD)
http://www.narsad.org/
Young Investigator Grants
Award Amount: $60,000

The program is intended to facilitate innovative research opportunities and supports basic, as well as translational and/or clinical investigators, however, research must be relevant to our understanding, treatment and prevention of serious psychiatric disorders such as schizophrenia, bipolar, mood and anxiety disorders, or child and adolescent psychiatric disorders.

Eligibility: This grant is to support post-doctoral fellows, instructors and assistant professors (or equivalent). Applicants must have on-site mentor or senior collaborator who is an established investigator in areas relevant to psychiatric disorders. 

The Numbers: 200 two-year grants were awarded in 2013, totaling $11.8 million.  A list of current awardees is available on the foundation website.




Burroughs Wellcome Fund
www.bwfund.org
Collaborative Research Travel Grants
Amount: up to $15,000

Burroughs Wellcome Fund grants aim to advance biomedical research to improve human health.  The travel grant program is focused on supporting collaboration at the interface of physical science, engineering, and biomedicine through support for travel either domestically or internationally to a laboratory to acquire a new research technique, to facilitate a collaboration, or to attend a laboratory/lecture course.  

Eligibility: Applicants must hold a Ph.D. or currently studying in a Ph.D. program in mathematics, physics, chemistry, computer science, statistics, or engineering interested in investigating research opportunities in the biological sciences.  Biologists interested in working with physical scientists, mathematicians, engineers, chemists, statisticians, or computer scientists to incorporate their ideas and approaches to answering biological questions are also eligible.

Ellison Medical Foundation
www.ellisonfoundation.org
Senior Scholar Award in Aging
Award Amount: up to $600,000

The Ellison Medical Foundation Senior Scholar program in Aging is designed to support established investigators to conduct research in the basic biological sciences relevant to understanding lifespan development processes and age-related diseases and disabilities. The award is intended to provide significant support to established investigators in order to allow the development of new, creative research programs by investigators who may not currently be conducting aging research or who may wish to develop new research programs in aging. The Foundation particularly wishes to stimulate new research, which has rigorous scientific foundations, but which may not be currently funded adequately, because of its perceived novelty, its high risk, or because it is from an area where traditional research interests absorb most funding. 

Eligibility: Applicants for the Senior Scholar Award are expected to furnish evidence of substantial prior scientific creativity and productivity not necessarily targeted to aging heretofore. Prior scholars are not eligible

The Numbers: 27 grants were awarded in 2012. Descriptions of funded projects are available on the foundation’s website.




Gates Foundation
http://www.grandchallenges.org/Explorations/Pages/Introduction.aspx
Grand Challenges Explorations
Award Amount: $100,000

Grand Challenges Explorations is a grant program within the Grand Challenges in Global Health Initiative that fosters innovative, early-stage research to expand the pipeline of ideas that can lead to those much needed global health solutions.  The program features a short, two-page application and rapid review (<4 months).  Phase I grants of $100,000 are awarded initially with an opportunity to receive follow-on Phase II funding of $1M. Topics are specific to each round of funding. They fit within Gates global health priorities (Discovery & Translational Sciences, Enteric and Diarrheal Diseases, HIV, Malaria, Neglected Infectious Diseases, Pneumonia, Tuberculosis), particularly where radical, new thinking is needed for the discovery of an effective health solution and projects are well-suited to the phased structure of the initiative.

The Numbers: In 2013, 58 researchers were awarded new Grand Challenges Exploration grants and four others moved to phase II funding. A list of current and past awardees can be accessed via the program website.

Google
http://research.google.com/university/relations/research_awards.html 
Google Research Awards 
Award Amount:  Up to $150,000

The intent of the research awards program is to support academic research aimed at improving information access (defined broadly). Award recipients will be assigned a Google Sponsor, through whom they can discuss research directions, provide progress updates, and engage in knowledge transfer.

Eligibility: Full-time faculty members from universities worldwide may submit proposals describing the research they wish to pursue. Faculty members should submit only one proposal per funding cycle.

The Numbers: Acceptance rate is roughly 10-15% of applications submitted.  

Henry Frank Guggenheim Foundation
http://hfg.org/index.html
Award Amount: $15,000-$40,000

The foundation welcomes proposals from any of the natural and social sciences and the humanities that promise to increase understanding of the causes, manifestations, and control of violence and aggression. Highest priority is given to research that can increase understanding and amelioration of urgent problems of violence and aggression in the modern world. 

Eligibility: Applicants may be citizens of any country.

The Numbers: Over the past five years, approximately 60 grants have been awarded.

HP
http://www.hpl.hp.com/open_innovation/irp/
Innovation Research Program
$40,000-$75,000

HP Labs' Innovation Research Program (IRP) is designed to create opportunities at colleges, universities and research institutes around the world for collaborative research with HP. Proposals are reviewed by HP Labs scientists and selected to receive funding awards based on their alignment with the chosen research topic and expected impact of the proposed research. 

Eligibility: Awards are primarily intended to provide financial support for a graduate student to assist the Principal Investigator in conducting a collaborative research project with HP Labs. The HP Labs always encourages proposals that will leverage additional external resources. Therefore, proposals that offer significant university or third-party resources to expand the collaboration will receive particular consideration.

The Numbers: In 2012, 61 of more than 500 proposals were funded. HP does not have an open call for proposals as of September, 2013.

Human Frontiers Science Program
http://www.hfsp.org/funding/research-grants
HFSP Young Investigators and Program Grants
Award Amount: up to $450,000

The Human Frontiers Science Program (HFSP) supports international and preferably intercontinental collaborations aimed at innovative and interdisciplinary basic research focused on the complex mechanisms of living organisms. Emphasis is placed on novel collaborations that bring biologists together with scientists from fields such as physics, mathematics, chemistry, computer science and engineering to focus on problems at the frontier of the life sciences.

Eligibility: The principal applicant must be located in one of the member countries (e.g., United States) but co-investigators may be located in any country. Young Investigators Grants are from teams of scientists who are all within 5 years of establishing an independent laboratory and within 10 years of obtaining their PhDs. Program grants are for independent scientists at all stages of their careers, although the participation of younger scientists is especially encouraged. 

The Numbers: For 2013, 10 Young Investigator Grants and 23 Program Grants were selected from a total of over 700 original letters of intent and 94 subsequently invited full applications. 

Institute for New Economic Thinking
http://ineteconomics.org/grants
Award Amount: $25,000-$200,000

The Institute for New Economic Thinking (INET) was created to broaden and accelerate the development of new economic thinking that can lead to solutions for the great challenges of the 21st century. Grants allow the in-depth examination of an issue or development of a concept. In many cases INET funds projects that would not generally be funded through conventional academic funding channels.

Eligibility: Grants will be awarded primarily to individuals or teams of individuals affiliated with academic institutions, think tanks, and other research centers. The foundation is especially interested in funding early stage research and junior research scholars. As part of its commitment to encourage thinking beyond current paradigms, the foundation also invites proposals from economic thinkers in allied fields such as Political Science, Sociology, History, and the Physical Sciences.

The Numbers: In the latest round of funding, 29 projects were awarded grants totaling $2.7 million. A complete list of grantees and their project descriptions can be accessed via the foundation’s website.

James S. McDonnell Foundation
http://www.jsmf.org/apply/index.htm
21st Century Science Initiative
Award Amount: up to $450,000

Research Projects submitted for funding consideration should be at an early, even preliminary stage of development, and should be intended to break new ground or to revisit commonly-held assumptions. Foundation-initiated programs include those that focus on complex systems (e.g., biology, biodiversity, climate, demography, epidemiology, technological change, economic development, governance, or computation), human cognition, and brain cancer research.  

Eligibility: Principle investigators must hold a position compatible with the pursuit of independent research. At most institutions this requirement corresponds to individuals at the assistant professor level and above.  When senior scientists serve as principle investigators the proposal must describe, in detail, how they (and not only their research assistants and post-doctoral fellows) will use the requested funds to pursue research building on but departing from ongoing work in their laboratories. Applicants submitting proposals to the 2011 Research Awards will not be eligible to submit proposals to future JSMF Research Awards competitions until 2014.

The Numbers:  The foundation emphasizes that this is an international program for a limited number of awards. It is anticipated that competition for the awards will be intense.  25 grants were made under the 21st Century Science Initiative in 2012. A list of current and past awardees can be accessed via the program’s website.

John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation
http://www.gf.org/
Guggenheim Fellowships
Award Amount: Variable

Often characterized as "midcareer" awards, Guggenheim Fellowships are intended for men and women who have already demonstrated exceptional capacity for productive scholarship or exceptional creative ability in the arts.

Eligibility: Awards are made to advanced professionals. Writers, scholars, or scientists  who have a significant record of publication, or as artists, playwrights, filmmakers, photographers, composers, or the like, have a significant record of exhibition or performance of their work. 

The Numbers: Although no one who applies is guaranteed success in the competition, there is no prescreening:  all applications are reviewed.  175 Fellowships were awarded in 2013 from about 3,000 applications.

Lindbergh Foundation
http://www.lindberghfoundation.org
Award Amount: $10,580

The Charles A. and Anne Morrow Lindbergh Foundation provides grants to men and women whose individual initiative and work in a wide spectrum of disciplines furthers the Lindberghs' vision of a balance between the advance of technology and the preservation of the natural/human environment.  Program areas include agriculture, aviation, conservation of natural resources, education, exploration, health and waste minimization and management.

Eligibility: There is no minimum education requirement for an applying to the Lindbergh Foundation. Ph.D. and Master’s students are eligible as well as faculty members.

The Numbers:  Program currently postponed.

March of Dimes
http://www.marchofdimes.com/research/research.html
Award Amount: $100,000/year for 3 years

The research mission of the March of Dimes is to prevent birth defects, premature birth and infant mortality.  Research subjects appropriate for support by the March of Dimes include basic biological processes governing development, genetics, clinical studies, studies of reproductive health, environmental toxicology, and social and behavioral studies.

Eligibility: All applicants must hold a recent faculty appointment at a not-for-profit institution, such as a university, hospital or research institution. U.S. citizenship is not required to apply for any March of Dimes Research Grant or Award.

The Numbers: Examples of current grants are available on the foundation’s website.

McKnight Foundation Endowment Fund for Neuroscience
http://www.neuroscience.mcknight.org/the-awards/scholar
Scholars Award
Award Amount: $225,000

[bookmark: top]McKnight Foundation awards were established to encourage emerging neuroscientists to focus on disorders of learning and memory. Applicants for the McKnight Scholar Awards must demonstrate interest in solving important problems in relevant areas of neuroscience, including the translation of basic research to clinical neuroscience.
Eligibility: Awards are given to exceptional scientists who hold the M.D. and/or Ph.D. degree and who are in the early stages of establishing an independent laboratory and research career. Traditionally, successful candidates have held tenure-track faculty positions for at least one year but no more than four years.  The program is open to U.S. citizens and permanent residents.
The Numbers:  This is a highly competitive award program with a maximum of six McKnight Scholars selected each year.  A list of previous recipients and their projects is available on the program website.

McKnight Foundation Endowment Fund for Neuroscience
http://www.neuroscience.mcknight.org/the-awards/technology
McKnight Technological Innovations in Neuroscience Awards
Award Amount: $100,000 

The Technological Innovations in Neuroscience Awards are aimed at adapting technology to monitor, manipulate, analyze, or model brain function at any level, from the molecular to the entire organism. Collaborative and cross-disciplinary applications are invited.  Initial application is by 2-page letter of intent to the Foundation.

Eligibility: Applicants must be U.S. citizens or permanent residents. 

The Numbers: This is a highly competitive program with up to four awards given annually. A list of current and past awardees can be accessed via the program website.

Michael J. Fox Foundation for Parkinson’s Research
https://www.michaeljfox.org/research/grant-detail.php?id=3
Research Grants, Rapid Response Innovation Awards
Award Amount: $75,000
The Foundation’s goal is to accelerate the best ideas in Parkinson’s disease research toward clinical testing and practical relevance for patients. Research proposals should focus on specific therapeutic approaches that could contribute to the development of improved Parkinson's disease treatments and/or development of tools and resources that will help accelerate the development of Parkinson’s disease treatments.
The Numbers: 68 grants were funded in 2013. A list of funded grants is available on the program’s website.
Muscular Dystrophy Association
http://www.mdausa.org/research
Award Amount: ~$300,000

MDA supports research aimed at developing treatments for the muscular dystrophies and related diseases of the neuromuscular system. These are the muscular dystrophies (among which are Duchenne and Becker); motor neuron diseases (including ALS and SMA); the peripheral nerve disorders (CMT and Friedreich's ataxia); inflammatory myopathies; disorders of the neuromuscular junction; metabolic diseases of muscle as well as other myopathies.
Eligibility: Applicants must hold a Doctor of Medicine (M.D.), Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.), Doctor of Science (D.Sc.) or equivalent degree (i.e. D.O.) and be a professional or faculty member (Professor, Associate Professor or Assistant Professor) at an appropriate educational, medical or research institution.
The Numbers: A list of active grants is available on the program website.

National Geographic Society
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/field/grants-programs/cre-application/
Committee for Research and Exploration Grant
Award Amount: $15,000-20,000
The National Geographic Society awards grants for scientific field research and exploration through its Committee for Research and Exploration. All proposed projects must have both a geographical dimension and relevance to other scientific fields and be of broad scientific interest. Applications are generally limited to the following disciplines: anthropology, archaeology, astronomy, biology, botany, geography, geology, oceanography, paleontology, and zoology. In addition the committee is emphasizing multidisciplinary projects that address environmental issues (e.g., loss of biodiversity and habitat, effects of human-population pressures).
Eligibility: Funding is not restricted to United States citizens. Researchers planning work in foreign countries should include at least one local collaborator as part of their research teams.
The Numbers: Each year approximately 250 grants are awarded via the research and exploration grant program.
Simons Foundation Autism Research Initiative (SFARI)
http://sfari.org/funding/grants/
Explorer Awards
Award Amount: $60,000

The Simons Foundation Autism Research Initiative (SFARI) seeks to improve the diagnosis and treatment of autism spectrum disorders by funding, catalyzing and driving innovative research of the greatest quality and relevance. A deeper understanding of the mechanisms underlying autism spectrum disorders or potential therapeutic approaches will require investigation at multiple levels, including but not limited to studies focused on gene discovery, molecular mechanisms, circuits, anatomy, and cognition and behavior. Proposals are considered at all of these levels.

Applicants are strongly advised to familiarize themselves with the work currently supported by SFARI and to consider how their proposals might complement existing grants. We expect Simons Investigators to share renewable reagents and data developed with SFARI funds with other qualified investigators. Access to the Simons Simplex Collection (SSC), a resource of rigorously characterized phenotypic data, genetic data and biomaterials, will be available to all approved scientists through SFARI Base. Applications that use this resource are encouraged.



 
Simons Foundation
https://www.simonsfoundation.org/funding/funding-opportunities/mathematics-physical-sciences/collaboration-grants-for-mathematicians/
Collaboration Grants for Mathematicians
Award Amount: $7,000/year for 5 years

The Simons Foundation Program for Mathematics and the Physical Sciences seeks to extend the frontiers of basic research. The Program's primary focus is on the theoretical sciences radiating from Mathematics: in particular, the fields of Mathematics, Theoretical Computer Science and Theoretical Physics. Grants are made primarily to support collaboration and travel.
Eligibility: To be eligible to apply, an individual must have a tenure-track or tenured position, or be a professor emeritus, at a U.S institution of higher education; have a current record of active research and publication in high-quality journals; and NOT have other significant sources of research funding such as NSF "principal investigator" grants or NSA grants.
The Numbers: The Foundation anticipates making up to 140 awards per year.

Susan G. Komen Foundation
http://ww5.komen.org/ResearchGrants/FundingOpportunities.html
Career Catalyst Research Grants
Award Amount: $450,000+
Komen supports project that will identify and deliver cures for breast cancer, focusing on knowledge into treatment, early detection and prevention, with the goal of supporting hypothesis-driven work that has significant potential to lead to reductions in incidence and mortality within the decade. Studies focusing on quality of life or survivorship issues are not appropriate.
Eligibility: Application is not limited to U.S. citizens. Faculty must not have held any appointment, including non-tenure and tenure-track appointments combined, for more than a total of six years at the time of application.
The Numbers: Only applicants with pre-applications deemed most meritorious and aligned with Komen's research mission will be invited to submit full applications. It is anticipated that full applications will be invited from approximately 20-25% of the initial group of applications. 32 research grants were funded in the 2011-12 cycle.  A list of funded grants is available on the foundation website.



Whitehall Foundation
http://www.whitehall.org/
Award Amount: $30,000-$75,000/year
The Foundation funds basic research in neurobiology, defined as follows: invertebrate and vertebrate (excluding clinical) neurobiology, specifically investigations of neural mechanisms involved in sensory, motor, and other complex functions of the whole organism as these relate to behavior. The overall goal of the research should be to better understand behavioral output or brain mechanisms of behavior.
Eligibility: The Foundation emphasizes the support of young scientists at the beginning of their careers and productive senior scientists who wish to move into new fields of interest. The applicant need not be in a tenure track position but must be an independent researcher and have principal investigator status at his/her institution. The Foundation does not award funds to investigators who have substantial existing or potential support, even if it is for an unrelated purpose. The Foundation currently defines "substantial" as approximately $200,000 per year.
The Numbers: The Foundation awarded 60 grants in 2012. A list of current awardees can be accessed via the program website.


LIMITED SUBMISSION COMPETITIONS THAT REQUIRE PRIOR UNIVERSITY APPROVAL

To learn more about applying for any of these programs, please contact Kathy Zimmerman (kaz309@lehigh.edu, 8-5481), Research Liaison, Office of Corporate and Foundation Relations.

Alfred P. Sloan Foundation
http://www.sloan.org/
Sloan Research Fellowships
Award Amount: $50,000

Sloan Research Fellowships seek to stimulate fundamental research by early-career scientists and scholars of outstanding promise.  Fellows are selected on the basis of their independent research accomplishments, creativity, and potential to become leaders in the scientific community through their contributions to their field.  Fellowships are granted in fields of economics, physics, chemistry, mathematics, neuroscience, computer science, and computational and evolutionary molecular biology, and related inter-disciplines.
Eligibility: Nominees are generally in fields less than six years from completion of the most recent Ph.D. or equivalent in the year of their nomination although exceptions are made for military service, a change of field, or child-rearing responsibilities. Fellowship candidates must be nominated by department heads or other senior researchers. More than one candidate from a department may be nominated, but no more than three. 
The Numbers: The committees review more than 600 nominations each year to arrive at a final selection of 126 Fellows. A list of current awardees can be accessed via the program website.

Arnold and Mabel Beckman Foundation
http://www.beckman-foundation.com
Beckman Young Investigators Program
Award Amount: $750,000

The Beckman Young Investigators program is intended to provide research support to the most promising junior faculty members in the chemical and life sciences, particularly to foster the invention of methods, instruments and materials that will open up new avenues of research in science. Proposals should represent innovative departures in research rather than extensions or expansion of existing programs and cut across traditional boundaries of scientific disciplines.

Eligibility: The program is intended for individuals with minimal funding support. Candidates must hold tenure-track appointments and should not have completed more than three full years in his or her tenure-track appointment.  All applicants must be citizens or permanent residents of the United States at time of application.

The Numbers: This is a highly competitive program. In 2013, 7 Beckman Scholars were selected.  A list of these awardees is included on the program website.


Burroughs Wellcome Fund
http://www.bwfund.org/
Investigators in the Pathogenesis of Infectious Disease
Award Amount: $500,000

Opportunities for accomplished investigators at the assistant professor level to study pathogenesis, with a focus on the intersection of human and microbial biology. The program is intended to shed light on the overarching issues of how human hosts handle infectious challenge. The awards are intended to give recipients the freedom and flexibility to pursue new avenues of inquiry and higher-risk research projects that hold potential for advancing significantly the biochemical, pharmacological, immunological, and molecular biological understanding of how infectious agents and the human body interact. 

Eligibility: Candidates must have an established record of independent research and hold a tenure-track position as an assistant professor (at the time of application). Applicants must be citizens or permanent residents of the U.S. or Canada.

The Numbers:  Over its ten-year history, the success rate for this award is <8%, which makes this program quite competitive. In 2013, nine investigators were funded. A list of current awardees is available on the foundation website.

Camille and Henry Dreyfus Foundation
http://www.dreyfus.org/ 
The Camille Dreyfus Teacher-Scholar Awards Program
Award Amount: $75,000

The Camille Dreyfus Teacher-Scholar Awards Program supports the research and teaching careers of talented young faculty in the chemical sciences. Based on institutional nominations, the program provides discretionary funding to faculty at an early stage in their careers.

Eligibility: Nominees must hold a full-time tenure-track academic appointment, and are normally expected to have been appointed for no more than 5 years. Awardees are from Ph.D. granting departments in which scholarly research is a principal activity. Undergraduate education is an important component of the nominee's activities. 

The Numbers: 13 Awards were given in 2013.  A list of current and past awardees can be accessed via the program website.

Kinship Foundation
http://www.searlescholars.net
Searle Scholars Program
Award Amount: $300,000 (over 3 years)

Fellowships support the independent research of outstanding individuals who have recently begun their first appointment at the assistant professor level in biomedical science and chemistry. 

Eligibility: Applicants are expected to be pursuing independent research careers in biochemistry, cell biology, genetics, immunology, neuroscience, pharmacology, and related areas in chemistry, medicine, and the biological sciences. For the September 2013 deadline, candidates should have begun their first appointment as an independent investigator at the tenure-track assistant professor level on or after July 1, 2012.

The Numbers:  154 institutions (including Lehigh) are invited to nominate one applicant each year.  15 Searle Scholars are selected from this applicant pool. A list of current awardees can be accessed via the program website.

March of Dimes
http://www.marchofdimes.com/research/researchgrants.html
Basil O’Connor Awards
Award Amount: $75,000/year for 2 years

The research mission of the March of Dimes is to prevent birth defects, premature birth and infant mortality. The Basil O’Connor Starter Scholar Research Awards (BOC) are funded in a program specifically designed to support scientists just embarking on their independent research careers. This program provides funding to young investigators to start their own research projects on topics related to the March of Dimes mission.

Eligibility: Candidates must be nominated by deans, chairs of departments, or directors of institutes/centers. Ph.D. applicants should be no more than eight years past their degree. Basil O’Connor applicants may not be recipients of a major grant (e.g., an RO1, or other grant exceeding $200,000 a year) at the time of the application. Candidates may not simultaneously submit an application for any other March of Dimes research program. Those who have previously submitted an application to the March of Dimes are not eligible for a Basil O’Connor Award, but may apply for a regular research grant. U.S. citizenship is not required.

The Numbers: Examples of current grants are available on the foundation website.

Microsoft 
http://research.microsoft.com/en-us/collaboration/awards/msrff.aspx
Microsoft Fellows Program
Award Amount: $200,000
The objective of this program is to stimulate and support creative research undertaken by promising researchers who have the potential to make a profound impact in their research disciplines. The focus of this fellowship program is on novel approaches, with computing “at the heart of the research.” 
Eligibility: Nominees for the Microsoft Research Faculty Fellowship program must be nominated by their research institution, and their nominations must be confirmed by a letter from the head of the institution. Direct applications from new faculty members are not accepted. Nominees must hold a tenure-track faculty position, and may be no more than six years from the completion of their most recent PhD, ScD, or MD. Nominees must be new faculty members in the first, second, or third year of their first tenure-track faculty appointment.

The Numbers: 7 Fellows were selected in 2013. A list of current and past awardees can be accessed via the program website.

Research Corporation of America 
http://www.rescorp.org/grants-and-awards/cottrell-scholar-awards/
Cottrell Scholars Award
Award Amount: $75,000-$100,000

The Cottrell Scholar Awards are designed for institutions and faculty members who are committed to excel at both teaching and research. A key objective of the program is to build a community of outstanding scholar-educators who are dedicated to becoming leaders in both research and teaching. 

Eligibility: Applicants must be in the third full calendar year after their first tenure-track appointment in a basic science department (i.e., astronomy, biochemistry, biophysics, chemistry, physics).  Applications are not accepted from faculty members within a college of engineering.  All applications require institutional endorsement.

The Numbers:  In 2013, 13 proposals were funded. A list of current awardees can be accessed via the program website. 
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